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Use of Ambulance Cot (Stretcher) for Patient Transfers
SAMPLE POLICY

(Organization)

I. Purpose:

The purpose of this SOP is to outline a standard policy for the use of an ambulance cot as a patient transfer device that will safeguard both patients and providers from injury.

II. Policy:

1) Only trained personnel will operate the cot.

a) Personnel will read the user’s manual, follow a training program designed by the [training officer, Director of Training], practice with the cot, and be tested on their understanding of its operation before using it in regular service.

2) When the cot is in motion, a minimum of two trained personnel will be in physical contact with the cot.

3) The cot will always be moved in the lowest position that is reasonable for the situation.

a) The cot will only be in the highest position when it is being loaded into or unloaded from the ambulance.
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For further information on formulation of your business policies and procedures, please contact the Risk Management Department at 1-800-822-3747 Ext. 176.

This sample policy is prepared by McNeil and Company Inc. as a resource for our clients. As with any policy, it should be carefully considered and approved by the proper authority prior to implementation. McNeil and Company recommends that your local legal representative also reviews the policy to verify it is consistent with local and state laws and standards prior to adoption.


