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Persons Riding in Motorized Vehicles

SAMPLE POLICY

(Organization)
A. No one shall be permitted to ride in an apparatus or ambulance unless they are a member of the department or patient on an ambulance, or has obtained special permission to ride as an observer.  Observers must first complete and sign and Authorization to Ride on Apparatus Release.  Minors are not permitted to be observers.

B. All persons riding on fire apparatus shall be seated in approved riding positions and shall be secured to the vehicle by seat belts at any time the vehicle is in motion other than is allowed in the following paragraphs.  Riding on tailsteps, sidesteps, running boards, or in any other exposed positions shall be specifically prohibited.  Standing while riding shall also be specifically prohibited.

C. Members actively performing necessary emergency medical care while the vehicle is in motion shall be secured to the vehicle by a seat belt, or by a safety harness designed for occupant restraint, to the extent consistent with the effective provision of such emergency care.  All other persons in the vehicle shall be seated and belted in approved riding positions while the vehicle is in motion.

D. Hose loading operations shall be permitted to be performed on moving fire apparatus only when all conditions noted in the department policy for hose loading operations at met.

E. Tiller training, where both the instructor and the trainee are at the tiller position shall be permitted to be performed on tractor-drawn aerial apparatus only if conditions set forth by NFPA Standard 1500, 4-3.1.3 at met.

This policy has been promulgated for the safety of all members due to the high risk factor involved with the operation of emergency vehicles. 
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For further information on formulation of your business policies and procedures, please contact the Risk Management Department at 1-800-822-3747 Ext. 176.
This sample policy is prepared by McNeil and Company Inc. as a resource for our clients. As with any policy, it should be carefully considered and approved by the proper authority prior to implementation. McNeil and Company recommends that your local legal representative also reviews the policy to verify it is consistent with local and state laws and standards prior to adoption.


